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THE MAD ONES
Music by Bree Lowdermilk | Book and Lyrics by Kait Kerrigan

A luminous, heartbreaking musical about the moment every young person
faces — when the life you planned and the life you’re actually living pull in
opposite directions, and you must choose who you’re going to become.

THE STORY:

Sam is eighteen, brilliant, and poised to leave everything familiar behind for college. But
on the eve of her departure, she is pulled back into the orbit of the people she loves
most: her mother Bev, her boyfriend Adam, and above all, the memory of Kelly — her
best friend, vivacious and daring, taken too soon. As the night unfolds, Sam is forced to
confront what she’s building toward, what she’s leaving behind, and the terrifying
question of what it costs to grow up and move on. The Mad Ones is a deeply felt
musical about loyalty, ambition, grief, and the bittersweet courage it takes to become
yourself.

BACKGROUND:


mailto:CWorthy@hartnell.edu

The Mad Ones, originally titted The Unauthorized Autobiography of Samantha Brown,
was developed by Kait Kerrigan and Brian Lowdermilk over more than fifteen years,
building a devoted following through digital sheet music and viral YouTube
performances long before it reached the stage. It had its Off-Broadway premiere in
November 2017, produced by Prospect Theater Company at 59E59 Theaters in New
York City. The show’s score — particularly the songs “Run Away With Me” and
“‘Freedom” — has amassed millions of YouTube views and inspired thousands of fan
performances worldwide, making it one of the most beloved cult musicals of the
contemporary theater community. Its London premiere followed in 2025 at The Other
Palace.

THE AUTHORS:

Kait Kerrigan (Book and Lyrics) and Brian Lowdermilk (Music) are one of musical
theater’s most celebrated emerging songwriting partnerships. Together they received
the Larson Award and a Dramatists Guild Fellowship, and their work has been
developed at La Jolla Playhouse, the Kennedy Center, Goodspeed, and other leading
institutions. Kerrigan has also received the Kleban Award for libretto writing. Their songs
have been performed internationally and their digital presence has made them a
defining voice for the next generation of musical theater audiences.

ARTISTIC TEAM:

Directed by: Andrea L. Hart

Music Direction: Ayana Bradley

Choreography: Catrina Contini

Scenic Design: Dani Maupin

Costume/Hair & Makeup Design: Danica Martino
Lighting Design: Corey Aoki Trachsel

Sound Design: Dante Carballo

Props: Thomas Verdos

Stage Management: Mireya Pamatz

CAST:
Sam: Michelle Vera

Kelly: Maria Elena Mejia Contreras

Bev: Angela Jeffries
Adam: Quentin Gutierrez

WHEN:
August 29, 30, September 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 19, 20, 2026
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2:00 p.m.

WHERE:
The Studio Theater in the Center for Performing Arts on Hartnell College’s Main



Campus, 411 Central Avenue, Salinas, CA.

TICKETING INFORMATION:

Adult $28; Seniors/Military/Teachers $24; Hartnell Students FREE; Other Students $16;
Youths (5-15) $12; Hartnell Faculty/Staff $15; Day-Of/Seat Available Student Rush $5 ;
Group tickets available by contacting the TWS Box Office.

Online tickets and more information: westernstage.coml/tickets or call (831) 755-6816.
TWS Box Office is open Wednesday - Saturday 5:00-8:00pm. and Performance
Sundays from 12:00 -3:00 pm. Leave voicemail to get a callback within 24 hours.

ACCOMMODATIONS:

This event is wheelchair accessible. Contact the ticket office to purchase accessible
seats. For additional accommodations, contact the ticket office at least five business
days prior to the performance date.

CURRENT HEALTH INFORMATION

Ticket holders are asked to not attend if they are sneezing, coughing, have temperature
or other symptoms, or have been recently exposed to the flu or COVID-19. This policy is
subject to change based increase infection rates and or Hartnell College policy updates.

ABOUT THE WESTERN STAGE — ESTABLISHED 1974:
The Western Stage (TWS) is a professionally managed, community-based theatre

company and educational program that provides opportunities for high-level artistic
experiences. Led by its educational mission and a belief that strong arts experiences
are important for building innovative, creative, and resilient communities, TWS provides
opportunities for personal growth and skill development in a safe space where students
and theatre enthusiasts engage in theatre production while working alongside theatre
professionals. Through its annual production season, TWS provides strong pathways
for artists throughout the continuum of a career in theatre and its related performing
arts. TWS presents new works that speak to the history and culture of the Salinas Valley
and provides educational opportunities for students of all skill levels to explore and
develop their unique talent. www.westernstage.com

ABOUT HARTNELL COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT — ESTABLISHED
1920
Located in the heart of Salinas Valley, Hartnell Community College District is a leading

institution serving over 12,000 students annually across our main campus in Salinas,
the Alisal Campus, and education centers in King City, Castroville, and Soledad. HCCD
is a Seal of Excelencia Certified institution and a recognized Hispanic-serving institution
since 2000. We offer associate and bachelor's degrees and certificate programs to
prepare students for successful transfer to four-year universities or immediate entry into
the workforce. Learn more about our programs and initiatives.
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