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Written by Kathy Cusson 

LATIN HISTORY FOR MORONS 

Written by John Leguizamo 

An irreverent, passionate, hilarious, and electrifying solo show — part 
standup, part history lesson, part battle cry — from one of America’s most 
dynamic actor-writers, fighting for his son and for a history that has long 

been left out of the textbooks. 
 
THE STORY: 
 
When John Leguizamo’s son comes home from school devastated after being bullied, 
Leguizamo embarks on a frantic, furious, and funny crash course through 3,000 years 
of Latin history to find the hero his son needs. Racing through conquistadors, 
revolutionaries, scholars, and warriors — and asking why none of them made it into 
American textbooks — Leguizamo delivers a dazzling, breakneck tour of a civilization 
that built the modern world and has too often been written out of it. Funny, fierce, and 
deeply moving, Latin History for Morons is part comedy show, part love letter from a 
father to his son, and part demand for a more honest telling of American history. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Latin History for Morons had its world premiere at Berkeley Repertory Theatre in 
California in 2016, followed by its New York premiere at The Public Theater in 2017. It 
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then transferred to Broadway’s Studio 54, where it ran to extraordinary critical and 
audience acclaim and received a Tony Award nomination for Best Play in 2018. That 
same year, Leguizamo received a Special Tony Award for his body of work and decades 
of commitment to bringing diverse stories and audiences to Broadway. The show was 
subsequently filmed for Netflix, bringing Leguizamo’s urgent and comedic history lesson 
to a global audience. 
 
THE AUTHORS: 
 
John Leguizamo is an American actor, playwright, and comedian who has spent three 
decades using theater as a platform for cultural storytelling and advocacy. His 
celebrated series of solo shows includes Mambo Mouth, Spic-O-Rama, Freak, Ghetto 
Klown, and Latin History for Morons, several of which were filmed for HBO. He is a 
recipient of a Special Tony Award, an Emmy Award, and has been nominated for the 
Tony Award for Best Play. Leguizamo is one of the most important voices in American 
theater and Latino arts. 

 

ARTISTIC TEAM: 
 
Directed by: Cristal González Ávila  
Associate Director: Maddie Jeul Farias 
Scenic Design: Dani Maupin 
Costume Design: Azucena Dominguez 
Lighting Design: Paul Skelton 
Sound Design: Taylor Wilson 
Props: Thomas Verdos 
Stage Management: Jasmine Sunoo-Flanders 
 
CAST:  
“John” - Andrés Ortiz  
 
WHEN: 
June 26, 27, 28; July 9, 10, 11, 12; 17, 18, 19, 2026 
Thursday/Friday/Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
 
WHERE: 
The Studio Theater in the Center for Performing Arts on Hartnell College’s Main 
Campus, 411 Central Avenue, Salinas, CA. 
 
TICKETING INFORMATION: 
Adult $28; Seniors/Military/Teachers $24; Hartnell Students FREE; Other Students $16; 
Youths (5-15) $12; Hartnell Faculty/Staff $15; Day-Of/Seat Available Student Rush $5 ; 
Group tickets available by contacting the TWS Box Office. 
 



Online tickets and more information: westernstage.com/tickets or call (831) 755-6816. 
TWS Box Office is open Wednesday - Saturday 5:00-8:00pm. and Performance 
Sundays from 12:00 -3:00 pm. Leave voicemail to get a callback within 24 hours. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
This event is wheelchair accessible.  Contact the ticket office to purchase accessible 
seats. For additional accommodations, contact the ticket office at least five business 
days prior to the performance date. 
 
CURRENT HEALTH INFORMATION 
Ticket holders are asked to not attend if they are sneezing, coughing, have temperature 
or other symptoms, or have been recently exposed to the flu or COVID-19. This policy is 
subject to change based increase infection rates and or Hartnell College policy updates. 
 
ABOUT THE WESTERN STAGE – ESTABLISHED 1974: 
The Western Stage (TWS) is a professionally managed, community-based theatre 
company and educational program that provides opportunities for high-level artistic 
experiences.  Led by its educational mission and a belief that strong arts experiences 
are important for building innovative, creative, and resilient communities, TWS provides 
opportunities for personal growth and skill development in a safe space where students 
and theatre enthusiasts engage in theatre production while working alongside theatre 
professionals. Through its annual production season, TWS provides strong pathways 
for artists throughout the continuum of a career in theatre and its related performing 
arts. TWS presents new works that speak to the history and culture of the Salinas Valley 
and provides educational opportunities for students of all skill levels to explore and 
develop their unique talent. www.westernstage.com 
 
 
ABOUT HARTNELL COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT – ESTABLISHED 
1920 
Located in the heart of Salinas Valley, Hartnell Community College District is a leading 
institution serving over 12,000 students annually across our main campus in Salinas, 
the Alisal Campus, and education centers in King City, Castroville, and Soledad. HCCD 
is a Seal of Excelencia Certified institution and a recognized Hispanic-serving institution 
since 2000. We offer associate and bachelor's degrees and certificate programs to 
prepare students for successful transfer to four-year universities or immediate entry into 
the workforce. Learn more about our programs and initiatives. 
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